
                                                             Regular Meeting 
                                                                   Tuesday, December 13, 2022 

 
The regular meeting of the Board of County Road Commissioners of Newaygo County was called to order by Chairman 
Gonyon at 8:00 a.m. on Tuesday, December 13, 2022, at the road commission offices. 
 
Commissioners present: Lee Fetterley, William Gonyon, and Douglas Harmon 
 
Staff present: Derek Wawsczyk, Manager and Kerry Hewitt, Clerk 
 
Others present: Tim Zehr, David Harrington, and Rich Houtteman 
 
Motion by Commissioner Fetterley and supported by Commissioner Harmon to approve the minutes of the regular 
meeting of November 16, 2022.  All ayes.  Motion carried.  
 
Motion by Commissioner Harmon and supported by Commissioner Fetterley to approve the following vendor checks, 
ach vendor payments, and payroll checks: 
November 23, 2022: 
Vendor checks # 64358 - # 64383 and ACH Vendor checks # elect. 12237 - # 12276 in the amount of $630,558.10 and 
Payroll checks # 59114 - # 59127 in the amount of $129,016.66.  
December 9, 2022: 
Vendor checks # 64384 - # 64409 and ACH Vendor checks # elect. 12277 - # 12310 in the amount of $276,406.06 and 
Payroll checks # 59128 - # 59141 in the amount of $106,479.49. 
All ayes.  Motion carried. 
 
Public Comment:   
Tim Zehr lives on Sandy Beach Dr., a private road that runs west off Bingham Ave. on the north side of Houseman 
Lake.  His concerns are with the seasonal section of Bingham Ave. north of 15 Mile Rd.  He has noticed an increase in 
vehicular and ATV traffic, and the road seems to be getting narrower.  He is wondering if we can provide some gravel 
and he can utilize his tractor to fix the road.  He also inquired about removing it from the seasonal road list, so it 
receives year-around maintenance.  Derek indicated that we could look at this section of road in the spring.  He also 
stated that upgrading the road status from seasonal would be costly and the township would have to be willing to 
participate.   
 
David Harrington is quite concerned with the ponding water on Baldwin Ave. near Ford Lake.  When it rains, he has 
witnessed water 6” deep and 70’ long.  He also inquired about all the sand at the road intersections around Robinson 
Lake and asked if we ever plan to cut them back and remove it.  He then asked why we quit maintaining Goode and 
Woodside at Robinson Lake.  He also asked that the reflective posts around the curve in front of The Shack be 
straightened.  Derek has inspected the area on Baldwin Ave. and when it significantly rains the depression in the wheel 
tracks holds water that blows out with traffic.  It will be something we look at addressing when we improve Old M-20.   
Derek noted that we have been doing more preemptive work prior to road improvement projects, which include berm 
removal especially at intersections.  Goode and Woodside are dedicated private, platted roads, which NCRC can not 
maintain.  As far as the signs in front of the Shack, we can add this to the sign shop list to fix when time permits. 
Rich Houtteman with Consumers Energy expressed his appreciation for the great working relationship over the years.  
He looks forward to continuing this partnership especially on the upcoming Hardy Dam project, which unfortunately is 
taking longer than anticipated. 
 
Kerry presented the board with an updated cash flow, MVHF Comparison, fuel savings, and budget reports. 
 
Kerry reported that CRA has set the date for the annual highway conference for March 21st – 23rd in Lansing.   
 
Derek reported that he and Lee attended the Paul Bunyan meeting on the 17th of November. 
  
Derek informed the board that Mike Phillips conducted his walk through of our facility.  We have a few minor things to 
fix up but overall, it was a good visit. 
 
Derek reported that he attended the regional task force meeting in Muskegon on December 6th.  
 
Derek informed the board that Sam with CRASIF was here on Friday, December 9th and completed 2 separate trainings 
with the staff. 
 
Derek reported that Chris Wren has asked him to attend the Physical and Economic sub-committee meetings downtown 
quarterly. 
 
Derek reported that the EGLE permit application has been submitted for the Robinson Creek project. 
 
Derek reported that he had been contacted by Kim with the Drain Commission about using our facility on May 20, 
2023, for the Household Hazardous Waste collection day.  The board had no objections. 
 
Derek reported that we did not have any bridges selected for 2025 critical bridge funding. We will review the list with 
Jon Moxey, Fleis & Vandenbrink for submittals next year. 
 
Derek informed the board that he had signed the proposal from Fleis and Vandenbrink to begin work on the Spruce 
Ave. bridge at the Five-Mile Creek for 2023. 
 
Derek informed the board that Barber Creek has made the gravel pile at the 14 Mile Rd. and Walnut Ave. pit.  
 
Derek reported that the power will be shut-off today at 3:30 p.m. to hook up the solar panel system. 
 
Kerry reported that the 24th St. railroad crossing location we submitted under the Local Grade Crossing Surface 
Program was selected and slated for improvements in the 2023 construction season. 
 
Commissioner discussion items:   



Commission Harmon reported that the parks storage pad looks great.  He also informed the board on a situation within 
the parks department of an employee testing positive for marijuana.  Discussion took place regarding our zero-tolerance 
policy. 
Commission Gonyon reported that the interview for the RC board position is tomorrow, and the appointment is the 21st.  
Commissioner Harmon and Fetterley will both be in attendance to show support on the 14th and Gonyon will be there 
on the 21st.   

 
Public Comment:  none 
 
With no objections, Chairman Gonyon adjourned the meeting at 9:02 a.m. 
 
 
 
 
                                                             
William Gonyon, Chairman          Kerry Hewitt, Clerk 
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